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1. What is the aim of developing a Sector Standard for mining?  

The primary objective of developing the Standard is to improve transparency of the impacts across 

the mining sector1. 

Minerals are essential for the effective functioning of modern societies and economies, providing 

crucial building materials, components used in transportation, communications and low-carbon 

technologies, and fertilizers. However, mining operations also have wide-ranging impacts on 

sustainable development – including intensive water use, biodiversity loss, air, water, and soil 

pollution, as well as corruption, which in turn can have major consequences for local communities. 

Mining can also lead to displacement of people and other human rights impacts, especially when 

taking place on lands owned or used by Indigenous Peoples.  

The sector is increasingly expected to foster constructive relationships with its stakeholders to earn 

and maintain a social license to operate. Transparency of their impacts on the environment and 

people, including human rights, plays a major role in establishing this trust. The GRI Mining Standard 

exposure draft outlines 25 likely material topics that reflect the sector’s most significant impacts, with 

a common set of reporting metrics that respond to the broad information needs of its stakeholders.  

2. What type of companies does this draft Standard apply to? 

The  Sector Standard for mining will apply to organizations engaged in mining and quarrying activities, 

including exploration, extraction, and primary processing of all types of minerals, except for oil and 

gas, and coal (these commodities are subject to existing Standards GRI 11: Oil and Gas Sector 2021 

and GRI 12: Coal Sector 2022).  

Support services, such as transport and storage, and supply of specialized products and services, are 

also included. Further mineral processing, such as steel and aluminum producers and metal recyclers 

will be the subject of another Sector Standard. Traders are excluded. 

3. How was the exposure draft for mining developed? 

The exposure draft has been developed by a multi-stakeholder expert working group, with regard to 

authoritative intergovernmental instruments and widely held expectations of organizations in the 

mining sector related to their social, environmental, and economic responsibilities. 

The Working Group includes members from business enterprises representing several commodities, 

civil society organizations, labor, and investors. Members represent a global perspective spanning 

Asia, Africa, North and South America, Europe, and Oceania.    

The development was overseen by the Global Sustainability Standards Board (GSSB), GRI’s 

independent standard-setting body, following the Due Process Protocol. 

4. If a company has activities in multiple sectors (e.g., mining and 
coal), should it use multiple Sector Standards? 

An organization is required to use all applicable Sector Standards for the sectors in which it has 

substantial activities. In this case (for example where a company has both coal and other mining 

operations), the organization would be required to review the likely material topics described in all of 

the applicable Sector Standards. If an organization determines a topic to be material for them that 

 

1 For the purpose of this FAQs document “mining sector” refers to organizations engaged in mining and quarrying activities, 
including exploration, extraction, and primary processing of all types of minerals, except for oil and gas, and coal; and support 
services, such as transport and storage, and supply of specialized products and services. 

https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=12336
https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=16650
https://globalreporting.org/media/zg0l0ncx/gri_mining_wg_member_bios.pdf
https://www.globalreporting.org/standards/global-sustainability-standards-board/
https://www.globalreporting.org/media/mc0nylry/gssb-due-process-protocol-2018.pdf
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exists in more than one Sector Standards, there is the potential that the reporting could differ between 

the Standards. 

In the development of Standards for similar or related sectors, such as those in the extractives 

industries, there is a focus on ensuring the content and disclosures are common where appropriate. 

However, the content of each Standard is primarily responsive to the impacts and reporting 

expectations of the sector it is relevant to.  

As part of the public comment, feedback is welcomed on how any differences between the exposure 

draft for the mining sector and the reporting listed in GRI 11: Oil and Gas Sector 2021 and GRI 12: 

Coal Sector 2022 may affect reporting organizations or users of reported information.  

5. Does the exposure draft for mining align with other relevant 
instruments and guidance?  

The exposure draft has been developed based on available evidence of the mining sectors’ impacts, 

authoritative international instruments, and expert and stakeholder input. This means that 

authoritative instruments that shape the expectations of the responsible business conduct of the 

sector also shape the disclosures listed in the exposure draft, as do transparency-related initiatives 

that are of key relevance to the sector. 

The mining sector is subject to various frameworks, schemes and standards that address the 

sustainable development performance of organizations and their supply chains. The exposure draft 

incorporates other key disclosure frameworks for the sector, such as the International Council on 

Mining and Metals (ICMM), the Initiative for Responsible Mining Assurance (IRMA), and Copper Mark 

(who are all represented in the working group) as well as the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 

and Development (OECD), the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), and Global 

Industry Standard on Tailings Management (GISTM), reducing deviations and effort for reporting 

organizations.  

6. Does the exposure draft for the mining Standard align with ISSB 
and SASB Standards? 

The GRI Standards enable public reporting of an organization’s most significant impacts on the 

economy, environment, and people. This perspective is different from the one taken in ISSB (and also 

by SASB Standards), which is based on sustainability-related risks and opportunities most likely to 

affect a company’s financial condition, operating performance or risk profile.  

GRI and ISSB (including SASB Standards) are complementary because of the approaches they take 

to materiality, and can be viewed as two interconnected reporting pillars that address distinct 

perspectives and different audience needs.  

Because of these different perspectives the topics and disclosures included in the respective 

Standards may differ. For example, the GRI Mining exposure draft, includes topics such as closure 

and rehabilitation, forced labor and modern slavery, conflicts over resources and land, or public 

policy, which are not addressed by the SASB Standards. However, there is likely to be some 

correlation between material topics and metrics across the two sets of Standards, such as in 

biodiversity, GHG emissions, air quality, or labor relations.  

Note: GRI and IFRS Foundation signed a Memorandum of Understanding formalizing the intent to 

cooperate more closely in the future and align standard setting on sustainability topics. This builds on 

our previous collaboration undertaken with SASB, including the joint publication, A Practical Guide to 

Sustainability Reporting Using GRI and SASB Standards, which demonstrated how the GRI and 

SASB Standards can be used together.  

https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=12336
https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=16650
https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=16650
https://www.globalreporting.org/media/mlkjpn1i/gri-sasb-joint-publication-april-2021.pdf
https://www.globalreporting.org/media/mlkjpn1i/gri-sasb-joint-publication-april-2021.pdf
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7. Does a mining or quarrying organization need to report all topics 
and/or disclosures in the exposure draft?  

A GRI Sector Standard describes topics identified as likely material for organizations in a given 

sector. However, circumstances for each organization vary, which means that not all topics listed in a 

Sector Standard may be material for all organizations in that sector. Each organization needs to 

determine its material topics according to its specific circumstances, such as its business model; 

geographic, cultural, and legal operating context; ownership structure; and the nature of its impacts.  

An organization only needs to report on the topics it has determined as material. However, any topics 

in the applicable Sector Standard(s) the organization determined as not material are required to be 

listed in the GRI content index, along with a short explanation of why they are not material.  

It is important to note that additional topics not included in the applicable Sector Standard(s) may also 

be material for an organization due to its circumstances. 

For each likely material topic, reporting disclosures are included. This can be disclosures from the 

GRI Topic Standards and additional disclosures and recommendations for the sector. If any of the 

disclosures listed are not relevant to the organization’s impacts, the organization is not required to 

report them. However, when they come from GRI Topic Standards, the organization is required to list 

the disclosures that are not relevant in the GRI content index and provide the ‘not applicable’ as the 

reason for omission. See GRI 1: Foundation 2021 for more information. 

8. Is mine-site level reporting expected for organizations in the 
mining sector?  

There are growing expectations for mining organizations to report their impacts by site. This type of 

reporting has been identified as crucial to understand a mine’s impacts on the surrounding 

communities, which can be significant, and how these are addressed, as well as the contribution 

individual operations make to the organization’s broader impacts.  

 The exposure draft proposes the reporting of mine-site level information for several topics. This 

includes GHG and air emissions, biodiversity impacts, closure and rehabilitation plans and activities, 

engagement with Indigenous peoples, the presence of artisanal and small-scale mining, and child and 

forced labor.  

This level of detail is being requested by a variety of the sector’s stakeholders, ranging from investors 

to customers to governments, and several frameworks already include reporting disclosures per mine 

site, such as the IRMA Standard, or the GISTM. There is also increasing interest from affected 

communities for timely, accessible, project-level environmental, social, and economic information.  

9. Will I be able to use this Standard if my organization is a service 
provider or only focused on exploration?  

The GRI Sector Standards provide information for organizations about their likely material topics. The 

organization is required to review each topic described in the applicable Sector Standards and 

determine whether it is a material topic for the organization.  

For example, an exploration company or a service provider for the mining sector will be required to 

use the Sector Standard for mining once it is launched. If the organization’s activities do not result in 

impacts or will not result in the future in the impacts covered by a topic, the organization may 

determine that that topic is not material.  

If any of the topics included in the Sector Standard for the organization’s sector have been 

determined by the organization as not material, the organization is required to list them in the GRI 

https://globalreporting.org/pdf.ashx?id=12334
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content index and explain why they are not material. This explanation helps information users 

understand why the organization has determined that topics that are likely to be material for the 

organization’s sectors are not material in its specific circumstances. 

10. Can artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) use the 
Standard? Does the Standard cover impacts from ASM? 

This Standard will be useable by any organization in the mining sector, regardless of size, type, 

geographic location, or reporting experience. However, while artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) 

operators can use the Standard, due to the often-informal nature of their activities and the distinction 

in the context and type of impacts ASM can have in contrast to large-scale mining, the Standard is not 

designed to specifically provide reporting for ASM.  

The exposure draft currently includes a topic and reporting on the impacts that mining organizations 

may cause, or be involved with, through their business relationships, interactions, or co-location of 

mining with ASM.2 

 

 

 

2 In the exposure, ASM is understood to comprise mostly informal subsistence activities, characterized by minimal or no 
mechanization and lack of systematic implementation of environmental or social protections.  


