
GRI 303: Water and Effluents 2018 
BEST PRACTICE FOR MEASURING AND  

REPORTING ON WATER IMPACTS

Access to freshwater is essential for human life and wellbeing, and is an internationally 
recognized human right. Through a deep understanding of their water use, organizations 
can assess the impacts they have on water resources that benefit the ecosystem, other 
water users, and the organization itself. This, in turn, informs effective water management.

GRI’s new reporting standard on water and effluents enables organizations to measure 
their impacts on water resources and communicate about them publicly. It is part of the 
GRI Standards – the most widely adopted standards for sustainability reporting.

The standard was developed by an expert multi-stakeholder Project Working Group, 
under the oversight of the Global Sustainability Standards Board (GSSB). It reflects 
internationally-agreed best practice and recent developments in water stewardship. The 
standard can be used immediately.

www.globalreporting.org

THE FUTURE 
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NEW REPORTING STANDARD
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The GRI Standards are available for all organizations as a free public good at www.globalreporting.org. 
With the GRI Standards, organizations of all sizes are able to report publicly on their economic, environmental 
and social impacts – and show how they contribute to sustainable development. 93% of the world’s  
largest 250 corporations report on their economic, environmental and social impacts, and 75% of them use 
the GRI Standards.1

1 KMPG Survey of Corporate Responsibility Reporting 2017

KEY FEATURES AND BENEFITS OF  
GRI 303: WATER AND EFFLUENTS 2018

è  A single standard that enables 
organizations to measure impacts 
from their key interactions with 
water across the value chain, from 
withdrawal, to consumption and 
discharge

è   Focus on how water is managed as a 
shared resource and how impacts are 
managed at a local level through new 
specific management approach content

è   Greater emphasis on measuring impacts 
in areas with water stress, to help 
organizations prioritize action in the 
most sensitive locations 

è  New disclosure on water 
consumption to measure water 
that is no longer available for use by 
ecosystems or local communities 

è  Helps to enhance the quality and 
comparability of reported information 
through in-depth guidance and improved 
methodologies for calculating data

è  Content is aligned with CDP, The CEO 
Water Mandate Corporate Disclosure 
Guidelines, and the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals.

THE FUTURE 
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To download the GRI 303: Water and Effluents, 
and for more information, please visit 

www.globalreporting.org/WaterStandardReview.
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