
Exposure draft of the GRI Standard Waste
The amount of waste that is generated globally is growing and affects the environment 
and human health. It is the result of our linear ‘take-make-waste’ approach to 
production and consumption. Much of waste generation could be prevented at the 
source if we had a more comprehensive understanding of what causes waste-related 
impacts. This would give organizations a basis for reporting and help them improve 
their waste management practices. 

To support this, the Global Sustainability Standards Board, GRI’s independent 
standard-setting body, initiated a project to revise its waste disclosures. The resulting 
draft Standard, developed over the past six months by a multi-stakeholder project 
working group of experts, is now available for public review and comment. It follows 
internationally-agreed best practice and reflects latest developments in waste 
management. 

The draft Standard is proposed for inclusion in the GRI Standards, which offer a 
common global framework for organizations to communicate about their impacts on 
the environment, the economy, and society. Developed in the public interest through a 
robust, multi-stakeholder process, the GRI Standards are the world’s most widely used 
and trusted standards for sustainability reporting.  

www.globalreporting.org

PROVIDE YOUR FEEDBACK UNTIL 15 JULY 2019 



HAVE YOUR SAY UNTIL 15 JULY 2019

If you are a reporter, tell us if the Standard is clear and feasible to report on. If you 
are an investor, civil society organization, policymaker, or any other stakeholder 
looking to use the reported data, let us know if the Standard will deliver the 
information you need to make sound assessments about an organization’s waste-
related impacts.

To find out more about the draft and the public comment: 

èè Submit your feedback via the public comment form here

èè For more information, visit the project page on the GRI website

èè Participate in live webinars: 

èy Thursday, 16 May at 9am or 4:30pm CET

èy Tuesday, 18 June at 9am or 4:30pm CET

Contact us at waste@globalreporting.org if you have questions or can suggest 
other opportunities to promote the Standard.

KEY FEATURES OF DRAFT WASTE STANDARD

• New concepts of circularity and waste prevention, to fundamentally shift the 
perception of waste from being an ‘unwanted burden’ to a source of valuable 
materials.

• Greater emphasis on the connection between materials and waste, to help 
organizations build a more complete understanding of how procuring and using 
materials affects the quantity and quality of waste. 

• Prompts organizations to understand and report their impacts in the value chain. 

• New disclosures, to bring the focus on understanding how the organization has 
created the waste it discards, with emphasis on what is significant in terms of 
impact. 
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https://www.globalreporting.org/standards/media/2237/exposure-draft-of-gri-waste-standard.pdf
https://www.globalreporting.org/standards/work-program-and-standards-review/review-of-gri-waste-disclosures/
https://globalreporting.webex.com/globalreporting/k2/j.php?MTID=t07f553a744babeafba70211d592faf71
https://globalreporting.webex.com/globalreporting/k2/j.php?MTID=t1cb73bc242f6cb6156272c26cf706264
https://globalreporting.webex.com/globalreporting/k2/j.php?MTID=t3759e1c414f19a72c7a53a2605ab4d35
https://globalreporting.webex.com/globalreporting/k2/j.php?MTID=td0c51d3b8367c65fc883340a88ce416a

